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Title Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Implementation (WIOA) 

Staff lead: Randy Spaulding & Maddy Thompson 

Position: Director of Academic Affairs and Policy & Director of Policy and Government Relations 

Email: 
randys@wsac.wa.gov 
maddyt@wsac.wa.gov 

Phone: 
360.753.7823 
360.753.7635 

Synopsis: 

Under the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (WIA), Washington recognized 12 
Workforce Development Areas. Each area seats a Workforce Development Council, 
which, in consultation with chief local elected officials, have overseen WIA Title I-B 
activities, coordinated local area workforce development services, and provided 
outreach to employers. The 12 Councils have used their leadership to link with local 
economic development strategies. Each has operated under a Governor-approved 
local plan that included a strategic plan to assess local employment opportunities and 
skills needs. They have set goals, objectives, and strategies for their local workforce 
development system that have been consistent with the state’s strategic goals. 
 
On June 22, 2014, President Obama signed the Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act (WIOA) into law. The Governor designated the Workforce Training 
and Education Coordinating Board (Workforce Board) to be the State Workforce 
Board under WIOA. The Workforce Board adopted a four-committee structure and 
work plan to undertake implementation of this new Act. This plan has been submitted 
to the Governor’s Office.  
 
Eleni Papadakis, Executive Director of the Workforce Training & Education 
Coordinating Board; and Terri Colbert, Program Specialist - Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act/Career & Technical Education will provide further background on the 
Act and outline the steps necessary to implement the changes required under WIOA. 

Guiding 
questions: 

How do the changes required under the WIOA connect to the work of the Council? 

Possible 
council 
action: 

Information Only    Approve/Adopt     Other:   

 

Documents 
and 
attachments: 

Brief/Report     PowerPoint     Third-party materials    Other      
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