
Notification of Request for Authorization under the Degree-Granting Institutions Act 

 

Date posted: May 22, 2013 

Institution: Corban University 

Current status: Authorized to offer degree programs at its site in Tacoma, WA as well as 

advertise and recruit for programs offered at the home campus in Salem, 

Oregon and via distance learning 

Nature of request: Authorization to offer an additional degree program at the Tacoma campus 

Proposed program: Doctor of Ministry 

Washington site where the program will be offered: 

Corban University 

4301 North Stevens Street 

Tacoma, WA  98407 

Background:  

Corban University is a private institution based in Salem, OR.  In 2010, it merged with the 

Northwest Baptist Seminary of Tacoma, WA.  It has been accredited by the Northwest 

Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU) since 1971. 

Nature of the review: 

Prior to granting authorization to offer new degree programs in Washington State, the 

Washington Student Achievement Council/Degree Authorization reviews elements such as 

program outcomes, course requirements, method of course delivery, faculty credentials, and 

student services.  

The program to be offered by Corban University appears to meet the requirements of the Degree-

Granting Institutions Act. 

Information on the additional program can be found at the end of this notice. 

Timeline: 

The Council will accept comments on this application until June 5, 2013. 

Any individuals with knowledge that may indicate the institution and/or the program does not 

meet the authorization requirements of WAC 250-61 are requested to submit comments to: 

Degree Authorization. 

If you would like to know more about the current law and regulations that govern the program, they 

can be found at the following links: the statute is RCW 28B.85 and the regulation is WAC 250-61.  

 

Program Title: 

Doctor of Ministry 

 

Program Outcomes: 

“The Doctor of Ministry Program is a post-graduate professional degree designed to help 

ministry leaders integrate biblical and theological truth with disciplined reflection and ministry 

praxis.  Building upon the foundation of the Master of Divinity degree or other comparable 

mailto:DegreeAuthorization@wsac.wa.gov
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28B.85&full=true
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=250-61&full=true


theological degrees, the D.Min. program provides students the opportunity to undertake 

advanced study in personal and ministry formation.  Under the guidance of reputable faculty 

with expertise in the area of their instruction, students interact with peers, engage in broad 

reading, and develop and implement new initiatives in their ministry contexts.  Individuals 

engaged in vocational or bivocational ministry including senior pastors, associate pastors, 

teachers, counselors, chaplains, missionaries, agency heads and leaders of parachurch 

organizations will benefit appreciably from the program.  Corban University’s D.Min. program 

consists of 30 credit hours taken through six modules (24 credits), three thesis-project seminars 

(3), and a thesis-project (3). 

 

Students who complete the Doctor of Ministry degree will show competency in: 

 Students will be able to advance their personal and professional development within the 

context of their current ministry. 

 Students will be able to implement new models of ministry for enhanced effectiveness in 

areas pertinent to their primary context of service. 

 Students will articulate a theology of spiritual formation based on God’s transforming grace. 

 Students will be able to apply learned ministry leadership practices that reflect biblical 

principles and are informed by contemporary theory and practice. 

 Students will be able to communicate Scripture clearly and accurately in both public 

proclamation and private counsel. 

 Students will be able to use research skills in their chosen fields of ministry.” 

 

Number of Credits: 30 semester credits 

 

Mode of Delivery:  

Low-residency hybrid - students complete pre- and post-residency assignments remotely. 

Students attend a one-week seminar for each course.  A two-week residency is held on-site every 

year in June during which two courses are offered – one per week.  

 

Required Courses: Credits 

Core Courses (12 credits) 

CM801 Spiritual Formation for Leaders ....................................................................................4 

CM811 Leadership Development ..............................................................................................4 

CM821 Ministry Foundations ....................................................................................................4 

Electives: (12 credits) 

CM851 Contemporary Biblical Preaching .................................................................................4 

CM861 Ministry Counseling .....................................................................................................4 

CM871 Church Advancement ...................................................................................................4 

The intent is to offer additional elective courses within the next two years. 

Dissertation Courses: (6 credits) 

CM891 Thesis-Project Seminar I ...............................................................................................1 

CM892 Thesis-Project Seminar II .............................................................................................1 

CM893 Thesis-Project Seminar III ............................................................................................1 

CM894 Thesis-Project Writing ..................................................................................................3 


