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What is JAMS?  
JAMS is a rigorous integrated middle school math and science program that engages 

students in problem-solving through technology and engineering design challenges 

that meet the unique academic, social and emotional needs of early  

adolescents.  Teachers in the program facilitate learning in an environment that  

develops both imagination and critical thinking along with the capacity to create  

innovative solutions to real-world challenges. 

 

All challenges are aligned to state standards and help develop understanding of 

concepts and processes at students’ grade level and beyond. Students publish their 

work using relevant communications technology. Students will learn to think and 

communicate like scientists, mathematicians, and engineers. They gain the skills 

and understanding needed to enter high school with one year of credit in both 

mathematics and science. 

How Does JAMS Work?  
The program is comprised of two classes of 6

th
 grade students who share three  

periods together each day. The 6th grade program is designed to provide students 

with a rigorous math and science curriculum, as well as assist students in  

developing high-level study skills for future academic progress and success.  

 

The two period JAMS program offers 7th graders the opportunity to take a greater 

variety of elective classes such as Spanish, robotics, music, shop, and physical  

education. The two period block provides the flexibility to integrate and provide 

hands on learning and the opportunity to spend both periods in math or science for 

a  greater depth of subject matter.  



What curriculum topics will be covered in each grade?  
The 6th grade JAMS class will focus on an integrated approach to science by providing 

an introduction to energy and studying  areas like the scientific process, earth history, 

diversity of life, and catastrophic geologic events. Math topics will include:  equations, 

rates and ratios, probability, rational numbers, and three dimensional figures.  

 

In the 7th grade, students will focus more on earth and life science which include 

chemical interactions, energy, populations and ecosystems, catastrophic climatic 

events, and planetary science. Math topics will include: linear equations and functions, 

surface area and volume, proportions, and geometric figures.  

 

In order for students to move on the 8th grade JAMS program, they must meet the  

district qualifications for Algebra based on their MAP/MSP scores.  These 8th grade 

students will complete high school physical science including force and motion and will 

also complete high school algebra. A student completing the 8th grade JAMS program 

will finish with one credit of high school math and one credit of high school science.  

Recommendations for student success in the JAMS program. 
Students who will be successful in the JAMS program should have strong work habits 

and study skills. They should have MSP scores for Reading, Writing, Math and Science 

at a high level three or a level four. In addition, students should have MAP scores for 

Reading and Math above the 75th percentile.   

When are applications due and where should I go for  

more information?  
Applications are due by Friday, February 3rd at 1 p.m.  Parents and students are  

welcome to take part in classroom visits from January 12 to February 2 on Tuesdays 

from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. and Thursday from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.  Please contact Principal 

Michael Cimino at (360) 596-3200 or mcimino@osd.wednet.edu to set up an  

appointment for a classroom visit or to gain further details about the program.  

For  further information contact Ryan Betz at 360-596-6104 or Monica West at  

360-596-3213. 
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PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY

� Open to all students on a space available basis

� Highly challenging  integrated coursework

� Focus on science, technology, engineering, and 

mathematicsmathematics



PROGRAM BASICS

� Where: Jefferson Middle School

� Who: 6th Grade Teacher: Jana Dean and Jacob Baker
7th Grade Teacher: TBD
8th Grade Teacher: TBD (2013-14) 

� How: It would be the parents responsibility to transport their 
students to Jefferson Middle Schoolstudents to Jefferson Middle School



PROGRAM BASICS

� Guided by state standards

� Greater depth and breadth

� Three hour block for 6th Grade

Two hour block for 7th & 8th Grade� Two hour block for 7th & 8th Grade



JAMS PROGRAM DETAILS

� Hands-on lab activities

� Apply math and science into real-world engineering 
projects, robotics or other applications

� Look at sustainability and environmental resources 
(renewable energy, water resources, etc.)

Use of technology to complete assignments, interact with � Use of technology to complete assignments, interact with 
classmates and community

� Teachers collaborate with community partners (Intel, 
state and local agencies, St. Martin’s University,  
Evergreen State College)



SCHEDULE

1. Math

Science

Traditional 6th Grade 

Schedule

JAMS 6th Gr.

Schedule

1. Math 

2. Science
Block2. Science

3. Physical Education

4. Language Arts/English 

5. Social Studies

6. Music (Band ,Choir, Orchestra)

Science

3. Technology/Engineering/ 

Study Skills (Elective)

4. Language Arts/English

5. Social Studies

6. Music

Block



JAMS 6TH GRADE TOPICS

� Science Topics 
� Introduction to Energy

� Scientific Process 

� Earth History

� Diversity of Life 

� Catastrophic Geologic Events

� Math Topics 
� Equations

� Rates & Ratios

� Probability 

� Computation with rational numbers

� 3-D Figures  



JAMS 7TH & 8TH GRADE SCHEDULE

1. Math 

2. Science

3. Elective (i.e. Spanish, Robotics, Shop, * Reach)

{Block

4. Language Arts / English

5. Social Studies

6. Physical Education or Music 

* Reach is an accelerated humanities based elective



JAMS 7TH GRADE TOPICS

� Science Topics Covered
� Chemical Interactions

� Populations and Eco Systems

� Planetary Science

� Catastrophic Climatic Events

� Math Topics Covered
� Linear Equations & Functions

� Surface Area & Volume 

� Proportions 

� Geometric Figures



JAMS 8TH GRADE TOPICS

� Science Topics
� High School Physical Science

� Force & Motion 

Math Topic

Our goal is to prepare students to take high school math and 

science classes as an 8th grader.  

� Math Topic
� High School Algebra 

Students who successfully complete 8th gr. JAMS will receive:
• 1 credit of high school science and
• 1 credit of high school math



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR STUDENT

SUCCESS IN THE JAMS PROGRAM

Recommendations for the best fit:

� Strong work and study habits

� MSP scores for Reading, Writing, Math, and Science at a 
high level 3 or level 4. 

� MAP scores for Reading and Math above the 75th
� MAP scores for Reading and Math above the 75th

Percentile. 

**Map testing is available at JMS if you child has not been tested. 



TIMELINES —NEXT STEPS

� Application is due February 3, 2012

� Lottery held February 16, 2012

� Notification of families 
February 24, 2012February 24, 2012



UPCOMING BOND

� 2012 Capital Improvement Bond includes $4.4 million in 
funding for Jefferson Middle School. 

� A larges portion of those dollars are slated for the 
remodel and modernization of classrooms to 
accommodate the expansion of the JAMS program. 

� In addition bond funding will refinish gym flooring, � In addition bond funding will refinish gym flooring, 
replace auxiliary gym flooring, HVAC improvements, 
modernization of exterior and interior finishes, and more.

� Election is February 14, 2012

� More info can be found at http://osd.wednet.edu



OSD STAFF ATTENDING TONIGHT'S

PRESENTATION

� Bill Lahmann Superintendent

� Nancy Faaren Asst. Superintendent

� Ryan Betz Director Communications

� Jana Dean JAMS  6th Gr. Teacher� Jana Dean JAMS  6th Gr. Teacher

� Jacob Baker JAMS  6th Gr. Teacher

�Monica West JMS Asst. Principal

� Tracy Cusack JMS Counselor

�Mike Cimino JMS Principal



QUESTIONS?
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