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College, university operating, capital  
budgets set for final approval Nov. 16 
The presidents of the state’s four-year colleges and  
universities and the executive director of the State Board  
for Community and Technical Colleges outlined their  
2011-13 budget proposals in broad strokes at the regular 
HECB meeting held October 20, 2010 at Gonzaga University. 

HECB staff have been working closely with the institutions on 
the proposals since July. They are set for final approval at the 
November 16, 2010 board meeting at WSU Vancouver.  

The Board meeting will be preceded by a work session from  
3 to 5 p.m. Monday, November 15 at WSU Vancouver. Budget 
details will be available at that meeting.  

University of Washington  
Interim University of Washington President Phyllis Wise said 

state funding and tuition are “foundational” to 
everything the university does, including efforts 
that bolster the state economy. State funding 
cuts make the university’s financial foundation 
weaker “and make us more and more vulner-
able to not having the ability to do the rest of 
what we try to do.”  

The University has reduced student advising services, reduced 
access to financial aid and admissions services, closed four 
writing centers and 130 small group sections, eliminated two 
doctoral programs and seven master’s programs, and cut 45 
student hourly positions in the library.   

Washington State University 
WSU President Elson Floyd said WSU’s budget 
has been cut in four successive years – by  
$10.5 million in the first year, by $54 million  
during the current biennium (a cut partly offset  
by 14 percent annual tuition increases and an 
injection of federal stimulus money), and most 
recently by another $11.2 million.  

“The reality is that all the trend lines are going in the wrong  
direction for our colleges and universities,” Floyd said.  

Tuition has now surpassed state support as a revenue  
source to cover instruction costs, Floyd said. At WSU today,  
77 percent of instruction costs are covered by tuition and  
23 percent by state support.  However, Floyd contended it is  
a “myth” that students can offset all the cuts in state support  
if the institutions just raise tuition high enough.   

Read a longer version of the presidents’ comments. 

Read about the impact of budget cuts on students. 

Board Approves New  
Degree Programs  
for UW Tacoma 

Seven concentrations within UW  
Tacoma’s existing Bachelor of Arts 
in Interdisciplinary Arts and  
Sciences have been converted into 
degrees – effective for the 2011 
winter quarter.   

The conversions, approved at the  
October 20, 2010 Board meeting at 
Gonzaga University in Spokane,  
will increase visibility for the  
programs among students. The 
new degree titles are: 

BA  in American Studies 
BA in Arts, Media, and Culture 

BA  in Communications 

BA in Environmental Studies 

BA in Ethnic, Gender, & Labor Studies 

BA in Politics, Philosophy& Economics 
BA in Psychology 

Read the full report. 
 

GET program pursuing 
new marketing strategy 

The Guaranteed Education Tuition 
(GET) college savings program, has 
developed a new website and market-
ing strategy for 2010-11. 
 
Betty Lochner, GET director, told the 
Board the program’s  new marketing 
campaign features the slogan “Your 
children are growing fast.  College 
tuition is growing faster.”  

GET 2010-11 growth goal is 10,000 
accounts and 1.5 million units.  

Read more.  

http://www.hecb.wa.gov/boardmtgs/documents/TAB1-Octboardminutes-final.pdf�
http://www.hecb.wa.gov/boardmtgs/documents/Budget2010factsheets.pdf�
http://www.hecb.wa.gov/boardmtgs/documents/TAB3.UWTConversionofIASConcentrations-final.pdf�
http://www.hecb.wa.gov/boardmtgs/documents/TAB5.GETPresentation-final.pdf�
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OFM Report on  
Capital Projects 

Jeanne Rynne, OFM capital 
budget assistant, reported that  
48 capital projects had been  
proposed for the 2011-13 bien-
nium with a total cost of $292.6 
million. Nearly 40 percent of 
these fell in the $2 to $5 million 
cost range. 

Among the largest projects sub-
mitted were the second phase  
of a remodel of Patterson Hall  
at EWU; the Communications 
Laboratory Building preservation 
and renovation at Evergreen; 
Denny and Lewis Hall renova-
tions at the UW; UW Bothell 
Phase 3; and WSU’s Riverpoint 
Biomedical and Health Sciences 
Facility in Spokane.  

Read more. 
 

Revised College  
Admissions Standards 

The HECB and the State Board  
of Education have been working 
together to better align college 
admission standards with high 
school graduation requirements. 

Proposed modifications to the  
college admission requirements 
include adding a third credit in sci-
ence; adding a credit of fine, visual, 
and performing arts; and recom-
mending high school students take 
a course of study that matches the 
revised admission requirements.  

Read more. 

Eastern Washington University 
President Rodolfo Arévalo said that as a compre-
hensive institution offering programs across the 
state, EWU has focused increasingly on meeting 
the need for graduates in high-demand fields 
such as engineering and health sciences. 

About 55 percent of EWU’s students percent  
will be the first in their families to earn a college 
degree and 78 percent qualify for financial aid.  Financial aid  
cutbacks, increased class size, and reduced student services all 
impact EWU students disproportionally.   

Western Washington University 
President Bruce Shepard said budget cuts of 35 percent over  

the last two years have forced WWU to eliminate 
14 academic programs and reduced funding for 
tuition waivers. WWU’s campus is more crowded 
because it has been forced to cancel all its off-
campus leases.  

Shepard said further budget cuts will have a sig-
nificant effect on the next generation of students.  

“This generation is at risk of becoming the first generation in  
American history to be less educated than their parents,” he said. 

      Charley Earl          Les Purce      James Gaudino 

More comments from state education leaders 
Charley Earl, executive director of the State Board for  
Community and Technical Colleges, said it is “messy out there”  
at the state’s 34 community and technical colleges, noting “waiting 
lists are everywhere” of potential students not being served. 

Les Purce, president of The Evergreen State College, said if the 
state steps away from its obligation to provide public general fund 
support, “how will the doors remain open to the mix of students  we 
know will be seeking higher education in the future?” Financial aid 
is a major factor in this dilemma. 

James Gaudino, Central Washington University’s president, said 
“This is an incredible issue of social policy. We are talking about 
the future of our state.  This is really what we’re talking about: 
we’re talking about the social construction, the fabric of this state.” 

Read a longer version of the presidents’ comments. 

http://www.hecb.wa.gov/boardmtgs/documents/OFMPresentationtoHECB.pdf�
http://www.hecb.wa.gov/boardmtgs/documents/TAB6.MinimumAdmissionsreport-final.pdf�
http://www.hecb.wa.gov/boardmtgs/documents/TAB1-Octboardminutes-final.pdf�

