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Council announces executive director search 
 
OLYMPIA—The Washington Student Achievement Council has selected executive recruiting firm 
Diversified Search to conduct a nationwide search for its first executive director. The Council will 
advance three finalists to Governor-elect Jay Inslee, who will appoint the executive director. 

Brian Baird, Council Chair, and a search committee comprised of council members Constance Rice, 
José Gaitan and Marty Brown will work with the recruitment firm. "With the assistance of Diversified 
Search, we want to identify nationally-recognized education leaders who are interested in this exciting 
opportunity here in Washington," Baird said. 

The Student Achievement Council’s mission is to raise educational attainment in Washington by 
setting state goals, monitoring progress and recommending resources to achieve those goals. It also 
fosters innovation and improvement, and communicates broadly about the economic, social and civic 
benefits of a well-educated population. The Council, which replaced the Higher Education 
Coordinating Board (HECB), was created in legislation approved earlier this year. 

Don Bennett has served as HECB and Council executive director since 2010 and will continue in that 
role until the new director is appointed, likely early next year. Bennett has decided to not be a 
candidate. "The new Council deserves to have the benefit of a wide open search. I want to eliminate 
any appearance that an inside candidate has some advantage, which could discourage highly-
qualified people from applying," said Bennett. When the new director is selected, Bennett will resume 
his previous duties as deputy director, managing day-to-day operations for the agency and its 
business functions. 

Council Chair Baird expressed his appreciation for Bennett's service as executive director. "Don 
Bennett provided steady leadership during a period of tremendous change and uncertainty for the 
Higher Education Coordinating Board. He facilitated a smooth transition to the Student Achievement 
Council and has helped set us on the path to pursue our new mission," Baird said. "We are extremely 
grateful for his willingness to stay the course through an eventful three years and we look forward to 
his continued service." 

A position description and other information related to the executive director search process is 
available on the Council website at www.wsac.wa.gov/employment. 
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