
Revised Code of Washington (RCW) Related to  
Transfer and Articulation 

 

RCW 28B.76.290 - Coordination of activities with segments of higher education 
The board shall coordinate educational activities among all segments of higher education taking into 
account the educational programs, facilities, and other resources of both public and independent two 
and four-year colleges and universities. The four-year institutions and the state board for community 
and technical colleges shall coordinate information and activities with the board. The board shall have 
the following additional responsibilities: 
 
     (1) Promote interinstitutional cooperation; 
 
     (2) Establish minimum admission standards for four-year institutions, including a requirement that 
coursework in American sign language or an American Indian language shall satisfy any requirement for 
instruction in a language other than English that the board or the institutions may establish as a general 
undergraduate admissions requirement; 
 
     (3) Establish transfer policies; 
 
     (4) Adopt rules implementing statutory residency requirements; 
 
     (5) Develop and administer reciprocity agreements with bordering states and the province of British 
Columbia; 
 
     (6) Review and recommend compensation practices and levels for administrative employees, exempt 
under *chapter 28B.16 RCW, and faculty using comparative data from peer institutions; 
 
     (7) Monitor higher education activities for compliance with all relevant state policies for higher 
education; 
 
     (8) Arbitrate disputes between and among four-year institutions or between and among four-year 
institutions and community colleges at the request of one or more of the institutions involved, or at the 
request of the governor, or from a resolution adopted by the legislature. The decision of the board shall 
be binding on the participants in the dispute; 
 
     (9) Establish and implement a state system for collecting, analyzing, and distributing information; 
 
     (10) Recommend to the governor and the legislature ways to remove any economic incentives to use 
off-campus program funds for on-campus activities; and 
 
     (11) Make recommendations to increase minority participation, and monitor and report on the 
progress of minority participation in higher education.  
[1993 c 77 § 2; 1992 c 60 § 3; 1988 c 172 § 4; 1985 c 370 § 6. Formerly RCW 28B.80.350.] 
Notes: 
     *Reviser's note: Chapter 28B.16 RCW was repealed by 1993 c 281, with the exception of RCW 
28B.16.015 and 28B.16.240, which was recodified as RCW 41.06.382. For exemptions to higher 
education personnel law see chapter 41.06 RCW. RCW 28B.16.015 and 41.06.382 were subsequently 
repealed by 2002 c 354 § 403, effective July 1, 2005.  

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28B.16
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28B.80.350
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28B.16
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28B.16.015
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28B.16.240
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=41.06.382
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=41.06
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28B.16.015
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=41.06.382


 

28B.76.330 - Coordination, articulation, and transitions among systems of education — 
Biennial updates to legislature. 
The higher education coordinating board shall work with the state board of education, the 
superintendent of public instruction, the state board for community and technical colleges, the 
workforce training and education coordinating board, two and four-year institutions of higher 
education, and school districts to improve coordination, articulation, and transitions among the state's 
systems of education. The goal of improved coordination is increased student success. Topics to address 
include: Expansion of dual enrollment options for students; articulation agreements between 
institutions of higher education and high schools; improved alignment of high school preparatory 
curriculum and college readiness. The board, in conjunction with the other education agencies, shall 
submit a biennial update on the work accomplished and planned under this section to the education 
and higher education committees of the legislature, beginning January 15, 2005. 
 
[2004 c 275 § 17; 1994 c 222 § 3. Formerly RCW 28B.80.175.] 
 
Notes:     Part headings not law -- 2004 c 275: See note following RCW 28B.76.030. 
     Effective date -- 1994 c 222: "This act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, 
health, or safety, or support of the state government and its existing public institutions, and shall take 
effect immediately [April 1, 1994]." [1994 c 222 § 4.] 
 

RCW 28B.76.240 - Statewide transfer and articulation policies 
The board shall adopt statewide transfer and articulation policies that ensure efficient transfer of credits 
and courses across public two and four-year institutions of higher education.  The intent of the policies is 
to create a statewide system of articulation and alignment between two and four-year institutions.  
Policies may address but are not limited to creation of a statewide system of course equivalency, 
creation of transfer associate degrees, statewide articulation agreements, applicability of technical 
courses toward baccalaureate degrees, and other issues.  The institutions of higher education and the 
SBCTC shall cooperate with the board in developing the statewide policies and shall provide support and 
staff resources as necessary to assist in maintaining the policies.  The board shall submit a progress 
report to the higher education committees of the senate and House of Representatives by December 1, 
2006, by which time the legislature expects measurable improvement in alignment and transfer 
efficiency. 
 

RCW 28B.76.2401 - Statewide transfer of credit policy and agreement — Requirements 
The statewide transfer of credit policy and agreement must be designed to facilitate the transfer of 
students and the evaluation of transcripts, to better serve persons seeking information about courses 
and programs, to aid in academic planning, and to improve the review and evaluation of academic 
programs in the state institutions of higher education.  The statewide transfer of credit policy and 
agreement must not require or encourage the standardization of course content or prescribe course 
content or the credit value assigned by any institution to the course.  Policies adopted by public four-
year institutions concerning the transfer of lower division credit must treat students transferring from 
public community colleges the same as students transferring from public four-year institutions. 
  



 

RCW 28B.76.250 - Transfer associate degrees — Work groups — Implementation — Progress 
Reports  

1. The HECB must convene work groups to develop transfer associate degrees that will satisfy 
lower division requirements at public four-year institutions of higher education for specific 
academic majors.  Work groups must include representatives from the SBCTC and the council of 
presidents, as well as faculty from two and four-year institutions.  Work groups may include 
representatives from independent four-year institutions. 
 

2. Each transfer associate degree developed under this section must enable a student to complete 
the lower-division courses or competencies for general education requirements and preparation 
for the major that a direct-entry student would typically complete in the freshman and 
sophomore years for that academic major. 

 
3. Completion of a transfer associate degree does not guarantee a student admission into an 

institution of higher education or admission into a major, minor, or professional program at an 
institution of higher education that has competitive admission standards for the program based 
on grade point average or other performance criteria. 
 

4. During the 2004-05 academic year, the work groups must develop transfer degrees for 
elementary education, engineering, and nursing.  Each year thereafter, the HECB must convene 
additional groups to identify and develop additional transfer degrees.  The board must give 
priority to majors in high demand by transfer students and majors that the general direct 
transfer agreement associate degree does not adequately prepare students to enter 
automatically upon transfer. 
 

5. The HECB, in collaboration with the intercollege relations commission, must collect and 
maintain lists of courses offered by each community and technical college and public four-year 
institution of higher education that fall within each transfer associate degree. 
 

6. The HECB must monitor implementation of transfer associate degrees by public four-year 
institutions to ensure compliance with subsection (2) of this section. 
 

7. Beginning January 10, 2005, the HECB must submit a progress report on the development of 
transfer associate degrees to the higher education committees of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate.  The first progress report must include measurable benchmark indicators to 
monitor the effectiveness of the initiatives in improving transfer and baseline data for those 
indicators before the implementation of the initiatives.  Subsequent reports must be submitted 
by January 10 of each odd-numbered year and progress on the indicators must be monitored; 
reports must describe development of additional transfer associate degrees and provide other 
data on improvements in transfer efficiency.  

[2004 c 55 § 2.] 
Notes: 
Findings -- Intent -- 2004 c 55:  

1. The legislature finds that community and technical colleges play a vital role for students 
obtaining baccalaureate degrees.  In 2002, more than forty percent of students graduating with 
a baccalaureate degree had transferred from a community or technical college. 

 



2. The legislature also finds that demand continues to grow for baccalaureate degrees. Increased 
demand comes from larger numbers of students seeking access to higher education and greater 
expectations from employers for the knowledge and skills needed to expand the state's 
economy.  Community and technical colleges are an essential partner in meeting this demand. 

 
3. However, the legislature also finds that current policies and procedures do not provide for 

efficient transfer of courses, credits, or prerequisites for academic majors.  Furthermore, the 
state's public higher education system must expand its capacity to enroll transfer students in 
baccalaureate education.  The HECB must take a leadership role in working with the community 
and technical colleges and four-year institutions to ensure efficient and seamless transfer across 
the state. 

 
4. Therefore, it is the legislature's intent to build clearer pathways to baccalaureate degrees, 

improve statewide coordination of transfer and articulation, and ensure long-term capacity in 
the state's higher education system for transfer students. “[2004 c 55 § 1.] 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 


