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Council issues ‘call for action’ to increase educational attainment

OLYMPIA—In its first major action as a new state agency, the Washington Student Achievement
Council Wednesday called for improvements in five areas that represent critical obstacles to student
achievement, but also provide opportunities for implementing fundamental change.

Without improvements to its educational system, the state faces “the serious risk to our economy and
democracy of creating two Washingtons—not divided by the Cascades or political parties—but based
on educational achievement,” the call for action says.

Titled “Critical Crossroads: A Call for Action,” the strategic action plan endorsed Wednesday will now
be sent to the Legislature and Governor. The plan will serve as the foundation for public discussion
leading to a 10-year education “roadmap” to be developed in 2013. The roadmap will contain specific
recommendations to enhance educational attainment.

Information on future public meetings to discuss the plan will be posted later on the Council's website,
WWw.wswac.wa.gov.

Council Chair Brian Baird said the action plan is a starting point for a more comprehensive
assessment of the state’s educational needs and resources. That assessment will be grounded on an
extensive outreach effort over the next year involving education leaders and providers, the business
community, state elected officials, students, families, and others.

“I am proud of the work this new Council and its staff have completed in a very short amount of time,”
Baird said. “The Council now looks forward to engaging with education stakeholders to more deeply
examine areas where substantial progress can be made in educating more students to meet the
demands of the 21° Century.”

The nine-member Council, which replaced the Higher Education Coordinating Board, came into
existence July 1, although members weren’t announced until later. The Council consists of five citizen
members appointed by the Governor and four representing various higher education and K-12
sectors.
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The five critical areas identified by the Council as presenting both obstacles and opportunities for
educational change are:

o Readiness: What barriers to successful learning exist within the education system, and what
more can be done to address those barriers.

o Affordability: How can the price of education be reduced for students and families.
Possibilities include providing college credit for work completed in high school, online, or
through work experience.

¢ Institutional Capacity and Student Success: What measurable targets and milestones can
be established to meet demand for postsecondary education, including greater participation by
returning adults.

e Capturing the Potential of Technology: What efforts already are under way to integrate
online learning, and what would be feasible and required to fully integrate online learning into
institutions’ instructional programs.

e Stable and Accountable Funding: In conjunction with institutions, state executive and
legislative entities, develop a public higher education plan of financing that includes
sustainable funding sources and defensible funding benchmarks that the Governor and
Legislature can use in making resource allocation decisions.

While the education sector in the state has many strengths to build upon, the strategic action plan
concludes that “an unprecedented level of collaboration, integration, and accountability” will be
needed to meet the state’s education challenges. It describes a vision in which “our state’s employers
will have confidence in the availability of a well-trained and qualified workforce, and that our state’s
policy-makers and taxpayers will have confidence in our plan and use of scarce resources.”

The strategic action plan has been posted on the Council website at
www.wsac.wa.gov/AboutTheCouncil/Meetings/Nov28MeetingMaterials.

Council Chair Baird will discuss the plan and the Council’s other activities to date during work
sessions of the Senate Higher Education & Workforce Development Committee on Friday, Nov. 30
starting at 8 a.m. and the House Higher Education Committee later that morning beginning at 10 a.m.
Information about the legislative committee meetings is available at
http://www.leg.wa.gov/senate/committees/hewd/Pages/Agendas.aspx (Senate)

http://www.leg.wa.gov/House/Committees/HE/Pages/Agendas.aspx (House)
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