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Washington State Need Grant 

Program Overview 
State Need Grants assist needy and disadvantaged students by offsetting 
a portion of their higher education costs. The State Need Grant (SNG) 
program is more than 40 years old.  
 
The maximum award values for 2011-12 full-time enrollment range from 
$1,357 per year to $9,280 – depending on the sector attended. 
 
Award values are based on the value of tuition and fee rates at  
Washington’s public colleges and universities.  Award amounts are  
pro-rated by income category, and for part-time students. 
 
To be eligible for the SNG, a student must come from a family whose 
income does not exceed 70 percent of the state’s median family income, 
which currently is $57,000 for a family of four. 
 
Benefits to the State 
While rising tuition costs affect students from all income levels, students 
from our state’s lowest-income families are the most vulnerable.  They 
are less likely to enroll, and more likely to drop out, if financial aid does 
not offset tuition increases.   
 
The SNG program helps students access higher education and attain  
degrees to become productive citizens within the economy. 
 
Benefits to Students 
The State Need Grant program helps the state’s lowest-income under-
graduates pursue degrees, hone skills, or retrain for new careers.  
 
About 72,000 low-income recipients received more than $218 million* 
in State Need Grant funds during the 2010-11 academic year to pursue 
their higher education goals. 
 
 

*2010-11 funding was reduced by $25.38 million due to mid-year budget reductions.  
 
 
 
 

Access.Access.  
Affordability.Affordability.  
Achievement.Achievement.  

“I would not be able to receive 
a higher education if it were 
not for the State Need Grant. 
Thanks to the financial support, 
I will get my pre-nursing  
finished and head towards my 
goal of forensic nursing.” 

 Current SNG recipient 
 

“A reduction or elimination  
of the SNG would have a major 
impact on my life.  I would  
not have the opportunity to  
graduate and pursue a career 
that pays enough to support  
my children.  As a single parent,  
going back to school is the best 
thing that I can give my children 
so we can be a strong family.”  

Current SNG recipient 
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Student Financial Assistance 

OPPORTUNITY PATHWAYS 



 

www.hecb.wa.gov • 917 Lakeridge Way SW • PO Box 43430 • Olympia, WA 98504-3430 • (360) 753-7800 

Emerging Issues 

● Implementation of the Opportunity Internship Program.  Created during the 2009 Legislative  
Session as an additional route to SNG eligibility, this program is for low-income students who  
complete a qualified internship program while still in high school.  Statutory or regulatory adjustments 
may be needed to better meet the program’s intent.  

 
● Extension of the Less Than Half Time Pilot Project.  Students attending for three to five credits 

have been served through a six-year pilot that the 2011 Legislature extended for the 2011-13 biennium. 
The HECB will provide a report regarding academic outcomes for these students.  

 
● Increasing Demand.  The number of students eligible for SNG has increased dramatically, severely 

straining the capacity of the program to serve all eligible students.  In 2010-11, approximately 26,000** 
students were left unserved for one or more terms. 

  
**26,000 students were entirely unserved, while an additional 3,000 students were served with institutional funds 
in lieu of SNG funds due to a mid-year budget rescission. 

 
Program Funding 

› The Washington Legislature has allowed the SNG to 
keep pace with tuition and fees for the last nine biennia. 

 

› The program is funded at $266 million in 2011-12. 
 

› Current funding allows full awards to those at or below 
50 percent MFI.  Those with incomes between 50 and 
70 percent MFI receive a prorated award. 

 

› State Need Grant is funded from the general fund and  
Opportunity Pathway Account, which receives a portion  
of Lottery proceeds. 

 
 
More Information 
For more information on the Washington State Need Grant program,  
please contact Rachelle Sharpe at rachelles@hecb.wa.gov or 360-753-7872. 

Washington State Need Grant Program 

 
“Since the elimination of the SNG 
from my financial aid package, I may 
have to drop out of college after 
this quarter.  I originally wanted to 
get my 4-year degree, but now I 
think I’ll be lucky to afford earning 
a 2-year degree. 

Former SNG recipient 
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