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Topics

• Overview of student financial aid
• Recent trends in student aid 
• State aid program budgets
• Key program briefs & activities
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Aid to needy students in 2009-10

68%

12%

20%

Federal

Source:  2009-2010 Unit Record Report

OtherTotal:   $2.2 Billion
Federal:  $1.5b  
Other:     $434m
State:      $274m

State

48%

50%

2%

Loans

Grants

Work

Total: $2.2 Billion
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Work Study:  $48m

Source:  2009-2010 Unit Record Report

By Source By Type

• $2.2 billion expended on 183,000 needy students –
a 30% increase from prior year.

• Grants increased slightly as a portion of the total. 
(Attributable to the Pell Grant increase of 66%).

• State aid was 12% of total, including $248 million 
administered by HECB that served 75,200 students.  

3



Notable trends & facts

The percentage of all students
seeking financial assistance 

is growing rapidly 

• The number of students filling out 
the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) has increased 
57% in three years.

• FAFSA applications are expected 
to reach 500,000 in 2009-11.

• About 53% of community and 
technical college students qualified 
for financial assistance in 2009-10 
compared with 46% the prior year. 
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Notable trends & facts

Pell Grant usage is increasing for Washington students

• 53% of FAFSA applicants have been eligible for Pell this academic 
year - a 9% increase since 2007-08.

• Between 2004-05 and 2006-07, Pell awards remained flat at 
$4,050. 

 Every year since, they have increased at different rates.

• The maximum 2010-11 award is $5,550 – a $1,500 and 37% 
increase since 2006-07. 

• In 2009-10, Pell funding was $399 million to 111,400 students 
with an average award of $3,600.

 Pell increased $156.5 million & 28,000 students in one year. 

• Students can now receive Pell year-round.
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Sharp increase in demand for
State Need Grant 

• The enrollment of students qualifying for a State Need Grant has 
increased sharply, outpacing the rate of SNG funding.

• In 2009-10, the number of eligible students rose 18% over the prior 
year while the number of un-served students quadrupled to 22,000 
students.
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$13m $23 m

SNG Growth Primarily Due to T/F Increases-
Increase in
the number of 
eligible students

Increase in income
threshold 

SNG funding increases over a decade
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SNG Headcount and Expenditure History

Expenditures in Millions Headcount in Thousands

2009-10 SNG Appropriation = $212 million
Total increase since 2001-02 = $122 million

71% due to tuition increases

2001-02 SNG 
Maintenance 

Budget

$90m

$86m
Keep pace with 
tuition and fee 

increases



Need met by aid

• One measure of affordability is the extent to which aid 
covers calculated “need” for students.

• Full-time, year-around students  represent 46% of all 
need-based resident undergraduate aid recipients. 

• Slightly fewer students are attending full-time/full-year 
and portion of need covered by aid is decreasing.
(Need = difference in cost of attendance & family’s ability to pay)
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Need Covered by Financial Aid

Academic 
Year

% Full-time, All 
Year

% Need Met 
by Aid

2007-08 51% 90%
2008-09 49% 88%
2009-10 46% 85%



Need Met by Aid

53% of need is covered by grants, scholarships, and 
work study. The rest comes from loans or other sources.
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Public
4-Year

Private
4-Year

Community/
Technical

Private
Career Overall

Student Headcount 29,643 8,334 27,450 2,302 67,728

Total Need (in millions) $491 $259 $383 $56 $1,188

Total Aid (in millions) $460 $240 $268 $39 $1,007

% of need met by grants 52% 57% 48% 23% 51%

% of need met by work study 2% 3% 3% 0% 2%

% of need met by loans 40% 33% 19% 46% 32%

% of need met by grants, scholarships, 
institutional aid, and work study 54% 60% 51% 23% 53%

% of need left to be covered by loans 
and other sources 46% 40% 49% 77% 47%



Student debt in 2009-2010

• About 59% or 108,476 needy students borrowed.
• Of these borrowers, 72% were resident undergraduates.
• Institutions are now reporting non-needy borrowers.
• 85% of resident undergraduate borrowers were needy.
• Average loan amounts were slightly higher for non-needy 

students.
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Sector
Needy

Borrowers

Average 
Annual 
Loan

Non Needy 
Borrowers

Average 
Annual 
Loan

4-Year Public 32,660 $7,862 8,555 $10,757
2-Year Public 30,100 $5,404 3,859 $4,779
4-Year Private 9,513 $10,738 1,123 $11,046
Private Career 6,821 $8,919 436 $9,172

Total 78,589 $7,411 13,913 $9,119



Most state financial aid administered 
by the HECB is need-based

$252 million appropriated
for 2010-11

Need-based programs
(95% of funding) 

 State Need Grant (SNG)

 State Work Study (SWS)

 Passport-Foster Youth

Workforce programs
(3% of funding)

 Future Teachers

 Health Professionals 

Merit programs
(2% of funding)

 Washington Scholars

 WA Award for Vocational 
Excellence (WAVE)
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State aid program budgets 2010-11
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Public Purpose Program Est. 
Expenditures

Students 
Served

Need-Based

State Need Grant $220 m 70,000
State Work Study $15.6 m 7,600
Educational Opportunity Grant $1.1 m 500
Passport to College $.9 m 396

Merit-Based

WA Scholars $2.5 m 379
WAVE $1.1 m 266
GEAR UP Scholarships $1 m 300
American Indian Endowed Scholarship $9,000 12

Targeted 
Workforce

Future Teachers Conditional Scholarship $.6 m 96

Alternative Routes to Teaching $1.6 m 333
GET Ready Math & Science $.7 m 101
Health Professionals $2.8 m 230
WICHE Professional Student Exchange $.1 m 9

Total State Funding $248 m 80,200

Note: Includes the anticipated 6.287% across-the-board reduction in GFS funds.



Governor’s proposed 2011-13 budget

• Keeps pace in SNG with 
tuition & fees for lowest 
income students – would 
be the 10th biennium. 

• Reduces SWS by 45% 
from 2008-09.

• Suspends all other state 
aid programs for new 
recipients but fulfills 
obligations to previous 
recipients.

Suspended programs:
• Scholars
• WAVE
• Future Teachers
• Health Professionals*
• WICHE Professional 

Student Exchange
• Passport to College
• Community Scholarship 

Matching Grant
• Child Care Grants
• CAMP

*Provides state-funded match for 
federal grant.
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Proposed changes by program
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Program

Biennial 
Change from 

CFL
(in millions)

Total 
Students
/Awards

Anticipated 
Change

Need-based

State Need Grant $91.49 n/a 19%
State Work Study -$21.3 -6,900 -47%
Passport for Foster Youth -$1.78 -450 -40%

Targeted 
Workforce

Health Professionals -$7.64 -200 -88%
Future Teachers -$2.00 -200 -100%
WICHE Prof. Stud. Exchange -$.29 -6 -69%

Merit
WA Scholars -$2.76 -294 -46%
WAVE -$1.23 -294 -45%

Other

Child Care Matching Grants -$.15 n/a -100%
CAMP -$.05 n/a -100%
Community Schol. Matching -$.50 n/a -100%
Leadership 1000 -$.80 n/a -100%
State GEAR UP $.20 n/a 8%



State Need Grant

• Served 70,000 students in 2009-10, slightly fewer than in 2008-09.
 There were more full-time students and a higher proportion in the 

lowest income range.

• Will provide an estimated $221.6 million to students in 2010-11.
• Award amounts continue to be prorated – lowest income students 

receive full award – highest eligible income students receive half 
the value.

• 62 percent are financially independent.
• Average income of $29,000 for dependent students; $15,000 for 

independent students in 2009-10 – both a decrease from previous 
year.
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“[Without SNG] I would not have the opportunity to graduate and 
pursue a career that pays enough to support my children.”
“Thanks to the SNG, I will get meet my goal of forensic nursing.”

– Current SNG recipients



Final year of pilot for SNG <1/2 Time

• The Board has recommended the SNG cover less-than-halftime 
students as a permanent program feature.

• Unless re-authorized, 2010-11 would be final year of a six-year
pilot to test this practice.

• Most students enroll at this rate on a temporary basis. 

• 69% were in this status for only one term.

• 80% of less-than-halftime students enrolled for two or more terms. 

• 81% attend community and technical colleges.
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“I simply couldn’t afford to quit my job and attend school full-time.  
Less-than-halftime SNG really helped to ease the finance pressure.  
It made me work extra hard, knowing that whoever helped pay for 
my college would certainly want me to do my best.”                                     

– Student recipient 



State Work Study

• Is the largest & second oldest program of its kind.
• In 2010-11, 7,600 students will earn $23 million, including 

$7 million in employer matching contributions.
• 2,000 employers participate in the program.
• Program funds math/science teacher, community service, 

and high demand field projects.
• More than half of SWS students are independent (53%).
• The average income was $12,400 for independent students 

and $45,000 for dependent students in 2009-10 – both 
reductions from the previous year.
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“State Work Study provided me with a unique opportunity to experience 
what it’s like to put classroom learning to work in real life situations.  I’ve 
developed a better work ethic, improved my interpersonal skills, and have 
a deeper understanding of what it takes to get things done in my field.”                                     

– SWS student teacher



College Bound Scholarship
• An early commitment of aid to middle school students 

from low-income families.
• In fourth year of signing up students – currently have 

more than 70,000 applications.
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College Bound Applicants by Graduation Cohort
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GEAR UP

• The federally funded GEAR UP Scholars Project and 
state-funded expansion GEAR UP for Student Success 
combine to serve 4,000 students in 37 districts.

• GEAR UP offers tutoring, mentoring, career planning, 
college visits, scholarships, and teacher professional 
development.

• 10 GEAR UP Partnership programs 54 districts.

• State expansion in 25 districts.



Passport to College
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Year Youth Eligible 
(DSHS) New Enrollees % Eligible 

Enrolled Continuing Total

2009-10 643 220 34% 98 318

2008-09 608 157 26% n/a 157

• Provides scholarship and support services to youth from care.
• In third year of serving students:155 in 2008-09 and 318 in 2009-10.
• DSHS verifies eligibility through secure data match, enabling a 

postsecondary pipeline analysis.
• 200 additional students are attending (not financial aid eligible or 

attending out-of state).
• Institutions developing innovative services for youth from care.
• College Success foundation providing outreach, student intervention, 

and community integration services.

“Passport is a huge help in supporting my dreams.”
– Passport recipient



theWashBoard.org

• The online scholarship clearinghouse 
was launched in 2009.
 Supports finding and applying for scholarships in Washington
 Free for students and providers 
 Streamlines process by matching applicants to providers
 Valuable for community group scholarship administrators
 More than 43,000 registered students
 149 scholarship providers registered
 450 scholarships listed
 Award average of $2,400 with $12.5 million in support
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“My list of scholarship matches was extensive and informative.  But 
most importantly, I found out about and applied for two scholarships 
that I hadn’t heard of through any of my other research.”

– Scholarship recipient

http://www.thewashboard.org/�


Lottery marketing
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• The Washington Opportunity Pathway account created in 
2010, is receiving $73.5 million in Washington Lottery 
funds to support financial aid programs.

• Funds combine with state funding to support SNG, SWS, 
Scholars and WAVE.

• The Lottery has developed new campaign including radio 
and TV that notes funding now supports college 
scholarships.
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