
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
November 16, 2010 
 
College Bound Scholarship Update 
 
Background 
Established by the Legislature in 2007, the College Bound Scholarship was created to provide 
financial assistance to low-income students who want to achieve the dream of a college education. 
Students who are eligible for free- or reduced-price lunch may apply for the scholarship in their 
7th or 8th grade year.  

The College Bound Scholarship supports key objectives of the state’s 2008 Strategic Master Plan 
for Higher Education, which calls for raising educational attainment by focusing on diversity, 
keeping college affordable, and improving K-12 preparation for and pathways to higher education.  
 
Program Design 
The College Bound Scholarship bridges the gap between a State Need Grant award and full public 
tuition and fees and provides an additional $500 annually for books.  The legislature allocated  
$7.4 million in 2007, which has grown to more than $10 million in the GET pre-paid tuition 
program.  These funds are expected to cover the cost of the first two years of payouts beginning  
in 2012. 
 
Applicants 
Nearly 67,000 students have applied for the College Bound Scholarship.  For the first two cohorts, 
about 56 percent of eligible students applied.  In 2009-10, about 68 percent of the 8th grade cohort 
did so.  This was due, in large part, to the increasing number of 7th graders who applied. 

A data-sharing agreement with OSPI allows schools and the Board to monitor the progress of 
College Bound students.  The OSPI data show more than half of the College Bound students are of 
color. 
 
Partnerships 
The success in signing up students for the program is attributable to the Board’s strong partner-
ships with the K-12 system, community partners, and college access providers such as the College 
Success Foundation.  The federal College Access Challenge Grant (CACG) enabled the Board to 
contract formally with partners to support sign-up efforts in 2008-10.  The renewed CACG will 
largely focus on support of scholars signed up for College Bound. 
 
Emerging Issues 
The first cohort of College Bound students will graduate from high school in 2012.  The Board is 
working with institutions and IT systems to be prepared to make payments.  The Board also has 
requested funding for a continued endowment to cover future payouts in 2014 through 2016. 
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Complete College Bound Applications
For Classes of 2012, 2013, and 2014

The number in each ESD represents eligible students from the first three cohorts.  
The percentage reflects complete applications of eligible students.
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COLLEGE BOUND SCHOLARSHIP
Applications by Cohort as of October 27, 2010
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Cohort 1 2 3 4 5

Expected Grad Year 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Total Sign-Ups

By Academic Year

Eligible Students 28,093 28,600 29,856 31,158

Academic Year 07-08 8 7

Complete 9,047 6,110 15,157

Academic Year  08-09 9 8 7

Complete 6,939 9,732 10,867 27,538

Academic Year  09-10 8 7 1

Complete 9,578 12,787 22,365

Academic Year  10-11 8 7 

Applied 538 1,199 1,737

% of Total Eligible 56.9% 55.4% 68.5% N/A N/A

Total Sign-up By Cohort Year 15,986 15,842 20,445 13,325 1,199 66,797

1.  Preliminary Numbers.  Includes incomplete applications
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OSPI Data Match
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• Pilot match Fall 2009 & full match 
Spring 2010

– 92% of records submitted were matched

– OSPI authorized HECB to share current 
school & current grade with partners

• New fields recommended for Fall 2010

– Coursework type

– Exit code

– District ID



Continued Enrollment
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1Analysis represents the percent of College Bound Applicants matched with OSPI records  who were still enrolled as of spring 2010. OSPI was able 
to match 80% or more of each cohort's applicants.
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College Bound Students % Still Enrolled as of Spring 2010
Class of 2012 & 2013 Cohorts



Race/Ethnicity Data
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OSPI Match GPA by Cohort
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Continuation of Promotion Strategies

• K -12 correspondence
- Secretaries, counselors, nutritionists
- Joint letters (OSPI & HECB) to Title I directors
- Certificates & letters to “champions”

• Data sharing with administrators
- Superintendents, principals, ESD superintendents

• Newsletter submissions

• Media

- Governor Gregoire/radio
- Joyce Taylor/TV – College Success Foundation 

• Workshop presentations
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Promotional Materials
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College Prep for the College Bound

JUST IMAGINE! migrating to the web

Direct students to college prep
resources

Featured & archived articles

College Corner



• 2012 Workgroup to prepare for payments

– Match to FAFSA
– Colleges identify CB Scholars
– Streamline process with SNG

• Communication with school personnel, providers, 
students & families regarding the process to 
receive the scholarship

• Development of grade-level messages

Preparation for Payments
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Legislature Supports 
College Bound Outreach

• OSPI & HECB charged with notifying 
families & schools about College Bound

• 2010 Legislature provided OSPI funding to 
support College Bound outreach

• OSPI contracted with College Success 
Foundation

• George Hollingbery oversees outreach 
activities

1-888-535-0747  collegebound@hecb.wa.gov

A Washington Opportunity Pathway



Budget Request

• Initial allocation of $7.4 million in  2007

– Invested in GET 

– Expected to grow to $10 million 

– Anticipated to cover first two years of payouts

• Additional request of $16 million

– Will save state over $2 million (by pre-investing)

– Combined w/initial investment will cover obligation 
for first four years of College Bound students

1-888-535-0747  collegebound@hecb.wa.gov

A Washington Opportunity Pathway


	TAB 9 - CollegeBound-Exec Summary
	TAB 9 - College Bound Presentation.pdf

