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Education   Opportunity   Results 
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New information web site for WA 

3 

• Finding information is easy, but finding 
relevant and trustworthy information is 
not. 

Information 
Needs 

• Web portal should augment, not replace, 
existing services offered by institutions 
and agencies.  

Support 
Integration 

• Creating, maintaining, and supporting a 
higher education and career planning web 
portal will be a significant task and will 
not be a one-time effort. 

Commitment 
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Ready, Set, Grad Website 

Students, 
families, and 

educators 
planning for the 
next step after 

high school. 

Timeline 
management 
tool 

Updates and 
deadline 
reminders 

Inspirational 
and 
instructional 
videos Student 

portfolio builder 
on about.me 

Counseling and 
financial literacy 
curriculum for 
educators 4 
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WWW.READYSETGRAD.ORG 
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Timeline Management 

Almost in high school 
•Different types of 

postsecondary institutions 
•Career planning – what are 

your strengths and skills? 
•Transition to high school 

Get ready 
•September – August 

calendar of preparation 
activities  

•Choosing a college 
•  FAFSA4Caster 

Returning to school 
•Residency & citizenship 
•  Workforce Board’s Career 

Bridge link 
•Career, transfer planning, 

and military info 
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Updates & Reminders 

Students and families 
receive updates about 
events and deadlines. 

• College Bound Sign-up 

• College Application 
Week and College Goal 
Washington events 

• College admission and 
financial aid deadlines 
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TEXT 
MESSAGING 

EMAIL 
NEWSLETTERS 

FACEBOOK TWITTER 

VIDEOS 



Planning Tools & Resources 
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For Educators… 
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College Bound on Ready Set Grad 
www.readysetgrad.org/college/college-bound-scholarship-program 
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http://www.readysetgrad.org/college/college-bound-scholarship-program


College Bound for Counselors & Educators 
College Bound content on Ready Set Grad includes scholarship eligibility criteria, sign-up 

information, access to the Council’s secure Portal, and other training resources. 
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College Bound Scholarship 
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151,600 Applications 2007 to 2013 
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56% 

70% 
77% 

79% 

TBD* 

*Preliminary numbers as cohort deadline has not passed and/or applications being processed. 

Eligible Students (free/reduced price lunch) 

15,947 16,070 
20,903 23,398 25,272 

28,980 

19,028 

28,100 28,600 29,900 30,500 
31,900 

36,400 36,200 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

CBS Applicants 2007 to 2013

57% 56% 

70% 
77% 

79% 

80% 



Passport to College on Ready Set Grad  
www.readysetgrad.org/college/passport-foster-youth-promise-program 
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http://www.readysetgrad.org/college/passport-foster-youth-promise-program


Financial Aid Resources 

Tools for Families & Counselors 
• Workbooks at www.fsa4counselors.ed.gov 

• MyFSA for students with savings calculator at 
www.studentaid.gov 

• College Score Card compares “net price” loan default 
and median borrowing at www.whitehouse.gov 

• Additional resources 
www.nasfaa.org/counselors/Resources_for_Counselors.
aspx 
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theWashboard.org 
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Minimum College Admission Standards  (MCAS) & 
College Academic Distribution Requirements (CADR) 

http://readysetgrad.org/#12th-grade/ready/what-you-need-know 
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http://readysetgrad.org/%2312th-grade/ready/what-you-need-know


Coming Soon on Ready Set Grad: 
College Goal Washington and the 
College Application Campaign 

• The WSAC is the administrator for College 
Goal Washington-FAFSA completion events. 

• Two major campaigns: 
• Intended to help schools and communities 

embrace a culture of college readiness and 
exploration.  

• Serve as a means to help students — 
particularly underserved populations —  
navigate the college admissions, financial aid, 
and scholarship process. 
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What’s Next on Ready Set Grad? 

• Seattle-based marketing firm contracted to plan and 
execute an 18-month marketing campaign, targeting 
counselors & other educators, students, and families. 

Ready, Set, Grad marketing campaign 

• Drop-down menu feature to look-up and compare AP 
scores needed for credit at specific universities—Fall 2013 

Dual Credit look-up 

• Partnering with WSECU to provide interactive financial 
literacy curriculum—Late Fall 2013 

The Vault financial literacy curriculum 
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Ready Set Grad Alison Eldridge  alisone@wsac.wa.gov 

College Bound Scholarship Beth Ahlstrom betha@wsac.wa.gov  

Passport to College Dawn Cypriano-
McAferty dawnc@wsac.wa.gov  

theWashBoard.org Victor Fernandez victorf@wsac.wa.gov  

General FA questions finaid@wsac.wa.gov  

College Application Campaign 
College Goal Washington Beth Kelly bethk@wsac.wa.gov  

Admissions (MCAS/CADR) Jim West jimw@wsac.wa.gov  19 
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