
MINIMUM COLLEGE ADMISSIONS STANDARDS 
at Washington’s Public Four-Year Colleges

E D U C A T I O N   •   O P P O R T U N I T Y   •   R E S U L T S

FACT: Continuing your education after high school is a necessity in today’s economy. 
For more on college readiness and financial aid, visit www.readysetgrad.org, your 
resource to find, pay for, and complete the educational path that’s right for you. 

Some colleges have 
additional requirements.

What if you 
don’t meet these 
standards?

Explore 
colleges 
you’re 
interested 
in to see if 
they require 
more than the 
minimum.

Meeting the minimum college admission standards does not guarantee admission to a public four-year college. 

MINIMUM COLLEGE ADMISSIONS STANDARDS FOR 
WASHINGTON’S PUBLIC FOUR-YEAR COLLEGES

REQUIRED CREDITS

4 credits of English

3 credits of math including 
Algebra II or Integrated 
Math III

3 credits of social science

2 credits of science

2 credits of world languages

1 credit of arts

GPA

Maintain at least a “C” 
grade point average 

Take the SAT or ACT

Have the scores sent 
directly to the colleges 
you want to attend 

SAT and ACT

Senior year qualitative math 
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You have options.
Even if you don’t meet the minimum standards. 

COLLEGES CONSIDER A LOT OF 
FACTORS WHEN THEY MAKE 

ADMISSIONS DECISIONS. 

COMMUNICATE
College admissions 
staff want to hear 
from you. Contact 
them for more 
information. 

KEEP TRYING
If you aren’t admitted at 
first, contact the college for 
more information and keep 
applying to other colleges. 

RETURNING 
ADULTS

APPLY TO 
MORE THAN 1 
COLLEGE

Increase your chances of 
being admitted by applying 
to more than one college. 

CONSIDER 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE
Washington’s 34 

public community 
and technical colleges 
have open-admission 

policies. 
COLLEGES HAVE DIFFERENT ADMISSION 
POLICIES: COMPETITIVE, LESS 
COMPETITIVE, AND OPEN ADMISSION. 

TRANSFER 
TO A 4-YEAR 

COLLEGE AS A 
JUNIOR

You can earn 
an associate 
degree at a 
community 
college and 
transfer as a 
junior. 

Adults can 
earn credit for 
their work experience 
and military training. 
More info at www.wsac.
wa.gov/assessments-
prior-learning. 

YOU MAY 
STILL BE 

ADMITTED IF 
YOU DON’T MEET 

THE MINIMUM 
STANDARDS.


